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FIELD AND SE 
‘1979 CROP PRODUCTION INDEX UP 17 PERCENT 
_.,. 
Illinois' 1979 all-crop production index, at a record high 211% of its 1957-59 base, 
is up 17% from 1978 and up 12% from 1977. Higher production levels for all major 
crops, plus many minor crops, -contributed to this substantial increase over 1978. 
Illinois farmers harvested 23,442,OOO acres of crops in 1979, compared with 22,709,- 
000 acres in 1978 and 23,441,OOO acres in 1977. 
, ALL CROP PRODUCTIONINDEX(1957-59=100): 1958-79 
Year Percent of base Year Percent of base Year . Percent of base 
1958 104 1965 138 1972 158 
1959 105 1966 126 1973 157 
1960 109 1967 156 1974 129 
1961 112 1968 140 1975 190 
1962 116 1969 146 1976 180 
1963 126 1970' 121 1977 188 
1964 118 1971 158 1978 179 
/ 1979 211 
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PRINCIPAL CROPS, ACRES HARVKSTED 
. 
FOR GRAIN, ILLINOIS, :1950-79 
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CROPS: Record highs through 1979 \ 
Date 
crops Unit series . 
Acres harvested Yield per acre Production 
began Year Acres Year Yield Year Production 
Corn for Grain. Bushels 
Soybeans. . . . Bushels 
wheat . . . . . Bushels 
Cats . . . . . Bushels 
Barley . . . . Bushels 
Rye . . . . . . Bushels 
Sorghum . . . . Bushels 
All Hay . . . . Tons 
Red Clover Seed Pounds 
Timothy Seed. . Pounds 
Lespedeza Seed pounds 
1924 
1919 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1931 
1912 
1919 
1919 
1934 
Thousands Thousands 
1976 11,590 
1881 
1925 
1928 
1882 
1971 
1940 
1944 
1927 
1938 
3,750 
4,855 
624 
357 
130 
3,523 
469 
130 
33 
1971 46 1976 
1968 66 1917 
1971 51 1928 
1969 24 1882 
1971 75 1971 
1956 
1965 105 1950 
1975 155 1927 
1962 240 1949 
72,150 
207,000 
18,408 
5,676 
9,750 
5,065 
21,600 
19,500 
.7,200 
, 
10a 
.: i 
CROPS: Counties leading in production of selected crops; 
j”. ,** ,. “W,.., *.. CORN FOR GRAIN 
county - , I Bushels 
McLean - 48,881,500 .; . 
Champaign 40,707,500 
* 
Iroquois 40,509,900 
‘* * t. . 
La Salle ’ 40,064.700 
Livingston 38,096,400 
Bureau I 1 35,643,900 
Henry 31,556.600 
Vermilion 31,251,600 
Whiteside 28.463.000 
Sangamon 27.579.600 
WHEAT 
St. Clair 2,936,800 
Madison 2,403,900 
Washington 2,382,900 
Macoupin 1,964,200 
Montgomery 1.913.800 
Fayette 1,732,300 
Marion 1,667,lOO 
Adams 1,623,OOO 
Shelby 1.529,lOO 
Clinton 1,458,500 
SORGHUM 
Pulaski 405,409 
Washington 334,400 
Franklin 222,300 
Johnson 215,000 
Clinton 207,500 
Randolph 189,700 
Bond. 176,100 
Jefferson 164,300 
Massac 161,900 
Monroe 161,300 
79 
SOYBEANS 
County 1 Bushels 
McLean 12,311,900 
Livingston 12,103,700 
Iroquois 11,006,400 
Champaign 10,725,800 
La Salle 10,134,300 
Sangamon 8,590,500 
Vermilion 8.407.700 
Christian 7,809,500 
Macoupin 7.570.300 
Montgomery 6,492,800 
OATS 
Henry 
Stephenson 
Jo Daviess 
Ogle a, r 
Whiteside 
Bureau 
Carroll 
> 
Warren 
Knox 
Winnebago 
1,590,100 
1.089.200 
969,700 
826,700 
639,100 
613,300 
575,400 
522,500 
485,000 
474,700 
BARLEY 
Lake 17,800 
Randolph 11,800 
McHenry 11,600 
Stephenson 10,300 
Edgar 9,600 
Montgomery 9,600 
Monroe 7,500 
St. Clair 7,500 
Adams 7,200 
Madison 6.900 
lob 
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1979 CROP DEVELOPMENT 
Weather in 1979 was generally cool and wet, 
about slower than normal development of most 
bringing 
crops. 
Small grain develooment was ahead of 1978 but behind 
i&malYdue to the ‘cool, wet sprin 
April and the first part of May was f?$&yg$ g;;;; 
rains but after that, weather conditions improved. A dry 
period occurred from mid- June to mid-July. 
The 1979 winter wheat crop was planted at a normal pace 
and came through the 1979 winter in good condition. 
Some low-lying wheat fields were hurt by flooding and 
some others by ice and water pooling. The wet, cool 
spring delayed fertilizer application and crop develop- 
ment. Wheat generally progressed ahead of 1978 but be- 
hind average. Harvest conditions were good and was 
complete by mid-July. 
Corn planting began late in 1979 but finished ahead of 
the average pace due to favorable weather in mid-May. 
Adequate moisture from a wet spring allowed corn to de- 
velop with little moisture stress during a dry period ex- 
tending from mid-June to mid-July. Although the crop 
matured slower than usual due to cooler than normal 
wearher, harvest losses and disease problems were mini- 
mal due to excellent harvest conditions. The 1979 corn 
crop set new records for both yield and production due to 
the extremely favorable growing and harvest conditions. 
Soybean planting was delayed due to setbacks in corn 
plantin 
by the B 
due to the wet spring but was ahead of schedule 
irst of June and complete around mid-June. 
development was near normal during the year and 
Crop 
har- 
vest be.gan at mid-September and w’as v&ually complete 
by early November. The 1979 soybean crop also set new 
records for both yield and production as did the corn. 
Oats seeding be 
f 
an the first part of April and progressed 
behind normal ue to frequent soring rains. but was een- 
erally planted on a satisf&tory’schvdule -and was c”om- 
pleted by mid-May. Crop development was ahead of 
1978 but a little behind normal. Harvest progressed 
about the same as 1978, but slower than normal and was 
completed b 
down from 1 l 
mid -August. 
78, 
Althou h oats acreage was 
production was hig a er due to increased 
yields. 
Weather conditions were good for hay growth’ 
season except for the early summer dry period, 
during the 
which 
reduced second cuttine alfalfa vields. All other hav cut- 
tings yielded well due-to timeli rains and mostly favor- 
able harvest conditions. 
from the previous year, 
Although the acreage was down 
due to record yields. 
overall production was higher 
Rye production increased Solo above 1978 levels as har- 
vested acres increased and 
it 
ields were the same. 
production increased 31% a ove 1978 as 
Barley 
vields increased 
and harvested acreage was unchanged. Tl$s reversed a 
three-year downward trend in barley production. Sor- 
ghum for grain production increased 10% as harvested 
acres were up and yield was unchanged from 1978. 
Seeding of the 1980 winter wheat crop began around mid- 
Septeniber and was virtually completk b 
vember. slinhtlv ahead of normal. 
made uhder”m&tly good conditions 
r, 
“the first of No- 
T e seedinns were 
although soir moh- 
ture was short in the northern part of the State. : Some 
acreage showed limited growth, especially later plantings, 
due to drier conditions but overall the crop was in mostly 
9 
ood condition through the end of the year. Plowing for 
980 corn and soybean acreage progressed ahead of normal 
and was 75‘70 complete by the end of 1979. 
1979 WEATHER 
Illinois was cool and wet during 1979. The Statewide pre- 
cipitation level was .96 inches above normal withan accu- 
mulation of 38.98inches for the year. Temperatures aver- 
aged 2.6 degrees below normal providing an annual aver - 
age temperature of 50.4 degrees. The West, Central, and 
West-Southwest Crop Reporting Districts were the only three 
that had below normal precipitation. All districts had be- 
low normal temperatures. 
L 
January was above normal in precipitation inevery district, 
continuing an above normal trend whichstarted in Novem- 
ber 1978. February was slightly below normal in precipita- 
tion except in the South. Marchand April were both above 
normal in precipitation. Heavy rainfallduring March added 
to flooding problems due primarily to snowmelt. May and 
June were below normal for most of the State. The dry 
period continued in the North during July. During July and 
August, heavy rainfall caused flooding problems in some 
areas of the South. September was very dry with most areas 
recordin 
%c 
little or no rainfall. The dry 
r- 
riod continued 
through tober and ended in November w en nearly every 
district was above normal. Precipitation continued above 
normal in the North during December, but was below nor- 
mal in the South. 
A cold period which started in December 1978 continued 
throu h February 1979 setting new minimum temperature 
recor is- m scattered areas of the State. Both January and 
February were one of the coldest months in history. March 
was slightly above normal in temperature except in the 
North. Below normal temperatures returned to the State 
during April and May with freezing minimum temperatures 
Ton$on in April. . June was slightly above normal in the 
. A cool period returned to many areas during July 
and August with ieveral new minimum*recordsset in’ July’. 
The cool period ended briefly during the third week of 
September but returned again during the last week and 
lasted until mid-November. In mid-October minimum 
temperatures dropped below freezing, ending the 1979 
growing season. During the last week ofNovember tem- 
peratures were above normal and this trend continued for 
most of December. A brief, cool period during the first 
week of December sent minimum temperatures below the 
zero degree mark. 
Snowfall in January set new record amounts for the third 
straight year. A sdowstorm in late February caused havoc 
bv deDositinn as much as 24 inches of snow on Southern 
Iilinois . TKe snowstorms ended in March with only small 
amounts reported. Due to the heavy snow and above nor- 
ma1 precipitation amounts, most rivers and creeks went 
above flood stage durin 
a 
March and floodin 
Light snow returned to t a 
was cpmmon ’ 
e northern part of t e Stateduring ‘.,..: ;
the last week in November and the first week of December. “li “::- 1’. 
A total of 12 tornadoes was recdrded during 19iS ‘co” “p&d” : ‘“I ‘* 
to 13 last year, August was the most active month F th recorded. 
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ILLINOIS’ POSITION IN NATION’S CROP PRODUCTION 
Crops Date U.S. total Illinois total 
- 1,000 bushels - 
Percent of 
U.S. total 
Percent 
IIlinors’ rank 
among States 
Soybeans 1979 2.267.647 374,220 16.5 J 1 
Corn 1979 7.763.771 1,358,080 17.5 
Oats 1979 534.386 16,200 z 1; 
Wheat 1979 2.141.732 55,900 16 
EXPORT SHARES FY79 
Crops U. S. total I Illinois share 
Percent of Illinois’ rank 
U. S. total among States 
Million dollars 
Feed grains and Products 7,026 1,241 17.7 1 
Soybeans and products 7.515 1,237 16.5 1 
AGGREGATE ACREAGE OF CROPS HARVESTED AND VALUE OF PRODUCTION, Illinois, 1975-79 
Field croos Vegetables 7 Fruit All croos 
Year Harvested Value of Harvested Value of Value of Harvested Value of 
acres production acres production production acres l/ oroduction 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
acres dollars acres - 1, 000 dollars - acres dollars 
1975 22.958 5,062,226 128 42,249 12,238 23,086 5.116.713 
1976 23,030 4,856,421 115 37,359 11,672 23,145 4,905,452 
1977 23.562 $821.711 102 34,651 11,871 23,664 4.868.233 
1978 22,920 4.911.721 105 36.496 13,650 23,025 4,961,867 
1979 23.442 6.133.027 104 40,459 15.315 23,546 6.188.801 
lJ Harvested acreage of field crops and vegetables. 
CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, PRODUCTION AND VALUE 
CORN: Acreage, yield, production, and value, Illinois, 1975-79 
Corn for grain 
Year Harvested Yield Season 
acres Per acre Production avera e price 
L % per ushel 
Value of production 
Total Per acre 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1,000 
acres 
10,810 
11,590 
11,080 
10,730 
10,610 
1,000 ,l. 000 
Bushels bushels Dollars dollars Dollars ’ 
116.0 1.253.960 2.56 3,210.138 296.96 
107.0 1,240,130 2.14 2,653,878 228.98 
105.0 1,163.400 2.09 2,431,506 219.45 
111.0 1,191,030 2.30 2,739,369 255.30 
128.0 1.358.080 2.50 3.395.200 320.00 
Year Acreage 
1 000 
Lcres 
Harvested for silage 
I Yield I Prod uction 
1,000 
Tons tons 
Hog ed down All corn 
graze li and forage Planted I Harvested 
--- 1.000 acres --- 
1975 255 16.5 4,208 11,100 11,080 
1976 285 13.5 3,848 
2 
11,900 11,890 
1977 225 14.5 3,263 E 11,350 11,330 
1978 235 15.5 3,643 11,000 10,990 
1979 220 16.0 3,520 10 10,850 10,840 
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SOYBEANS AND SILL GRAINS: Acreage, yield, production and value, Illinois, 1975-79 
Acreage Yield 
Season Value of p ro ucticn d 
Year 
Planted Harvested 
Production Per acre average price per bushel Total Rr acre 
1.000 1. 000 
- 1,000 acres - BlLShels btkhels 
1975 8,350 
1976 7,600 
1977 8.900 
1978 9,250 
1979 9,800 
1,790 
1,900 
1977 1,650’ 
1978 1,050 
1979 1,360 
1975 525 
1976 435 
1977 390 
1978 430 
1979 355 
1975 11 
1976 7 i’o 
1978 10 
1979 8 
1975 
1976 :: 
1977 65 
1978 65 
1979 70 
SOYBEANS 
8,320 36.0 299,520 5.11 1.530.547 153.96 
7,560 33.0 249,480 7.05 1.753.834 “32.65 
8.850 38.0 336,300 6.01 2,021,163 r-23.38 
9.190 33.5 307,865 6.75 2,0?8* 089 2%. 13 
9,720 38.5 374.220 6.40 2.395.008 2G.40 
WHEAT 
1,730 39.0 67,470 3.13 
1,850 39.0 72,150 3.02 
1,570 43.0 67,510 2.05 
930 38.0 35,340 3.03 
1,300 43.0 55.900 4.00 
211,181 X2.07 
217.893 II;. 78 
132,396 ss.15 
107, 080 -‘:.14 
223.600 :=2.60 
OATS 
445 56.0 24,920 1.42 35,386 Y9.52 
380 59.0 22,420 1.52 34,078 33.68 
340 61.0 20,740 1.10 22,814 27.10 
285 56.0 15, 960 1.25 19.950 -:.oo 
270 60.0 16,200 1.40 22.6SO 5;. 00 
BARLEY 
10 42.0 420 2.20 
10 40.0 400 2.30 
9 42.0 378 1.60 
7 36.0 252 1.75 
7 47.0 329 2.10 
22.0 374 2.50 
21.0 315 2.60 
15 22.0 330 2.00 
16 23.0 368 2.30 
17 23.0 391 2.60 
dollars 
924 52.40 
920 x. 00 
605 27.22 
441 c3.00 
691 ES.71 
935 55.00 
619 .%. 60 
660 G;. 00 
846 ES.90 
1.017 .:L-. 82 
POPCORN: Acreage, yield, production and value, Illinois, 1975-79 
Acreage Yield Season Value of p roax:?on Year Production Per acre average price per 100 pounds Total Per acre 
Pounds of 1,000 lb. 1.000 
- 1,000 acres - ear corn of ear corn Dollars dollars Dc&rs - - 
1975 16.0 15.7 l/2,350 l/36,900 8.90 3.284 2C+?. 17 
1976 11.6 11.3 
1977 9.5 9.1 
T:: ;:i i/31.530 8.50 2,680 25:. 11 
1978 11.9 11.6 y/2: 830 
z/23,570 8.60 2.027 225.75 
1,908 1% 48 
1979 17.2 16.4 x/2,950 
x 
. 4.233 2%. 11 
I/ Shelled corn basis. 
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SORGTT[JM FOR ALL PURPOSES: Acreage, yield, production and ValUe. Illinois, 1975-79 
Sorghum for grain 
Season Value of P rodnctton 
Year Harvested Yield Production 
per acre 
average price 
acres per bushel Total I Rx acre 
1,000 
acres Bushels 
1,000 1,000 
bushels Dollars dollars Doliak -” i- 
1975 z!: 68.0 4.080 2.10 8,568 142.80 
1976 59.0 3,953 1.92 7,590 113.28 
1977 64 64.0 4,096 1.62 6,636 103.69 
1978 68 68.0 4.624 1.77 8.184 . 120.35 d-e ^_ 1979 75 68.0 5.100 2.07 10,557 IXLXS 
Year 
Harvested for silaae Harvested All sorghum 
Acreage 
I 
Yield Production for forage Planted I 
Harvested 
1,000 1,000 
acres Tons tons ------I 000 acres------ - 
1975 14 12.0 168 5 
1976 10 11.5 115 7 1 2.  38 E 
1978 7 11.5 5 
1979 10 11.5 5 
80 79 
85 84 
i: 80 
90 9”: 
POTATOES: Acreage, yield, production and ValUe. nlinois. 1975-79 
Acreage Yield Season 
Value of production 
Year Production Planted Harvested per acre 
average price 
per cwt. Total Per acre 
-1,000 acres- cwt. - 1,000 cwt. Dollars 1,000 dollars Dollars 
P-9 2.8 190 532 4.10 1,558 779.00 
2.8 190 532 3.20 1,702 607.86 
9.2 200 460 3.00 1,380 600.00 
200 360 3.30 1,188 660.00 
235 447 2.80 1,252 658.95 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
V.” 
2.9 
2.6 Y.” 
1.9 1.8 
2.0 1.9 
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my CIKXP: Acreage, yield, production and value, Illinois, 1975-79 L/ 
Year Acreage harvested 
1,000 
acres 
Yield 
per acre 
Tons 
production 
1,000 
tons 
Season 
average price 
per ton 
Dollars 
Value of production 
Total Fkr acre 
1,000 
dollars Dollars 
ALL HAY 
1975 1,250 2.84 3,549 45.00 159,705 127.76 
1976 1,220 2.83 3,458 51.50 178,087 145.97 
1977 1,230 3.01 3,708 53.00 196,524 159.78 
‘1% 1,205 180 3.02 19 3,642 .766 53.00 4 5 205,247 194 563 161.46 73 94
ALFALFA HAY 
1975 770 3.30 2.541 
1976 760 3.40 2; 584 
1977 770 3.65 2.811 
1978 760 3.65 2,774 
1979 740 3.90 2,886 
OTHER HAY 21 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
480 
2: 
445 
440 
2.10 1,008 
1.90 874 
1.95 897 
1.95 868 
2.00 880 
lJ3eason average price published for all hay only. 2/includes clover and timothy hay. 
n 
* 
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SEED CROF’Sz Acreage, yield, production, and value, IUhob, 1975-79 
. Year Acreage Yield 
Season 
Production average price 
Value of pmductm 
xx harvested per acre per cwt. Total I 
Rxacte 
1,000 1,000 
acres Pounds pounds 
1,000 
Dollars dollars Dollars ’ 
+ 1975 
1976 2 1977 45 
1978 i. 40 
1979 35 
RED CLOVER SEED 
80 5,440 49.50 3P.60 
EX 
2.693 
4,950 59.00 
3.600 
2,921 53.11 
65.00 
:: 
2.340 52.00 
3,400 63.00 53.55 
2,800 
2,142 
65.00 1,820 52.00 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1975 
1976 
1977 ’ 
1978 
1979 
6.5 
2: 
5:5 
4.0 
165 1,155 
140 j 
25.00 
700 
150 
31.00 
600 
175 
40.00 
,438 
160 
33.00 
352 38.00 
TIMOTHY SEED 
1,008 12.50 
660 28.00 
650 12.00 
770 35.00 
520 40.00 
LESPEDEZA SEED 
126 19.38 
185 33.64 
273 54.60 
270 49.09 
208 52.00 
289 
217 
z 
134 
41.28 
43.40 
60.00 
5s. 00 
60.91 
